
CGS wants to remind suppliers and providers that knee orthosis coverage for codes L 1832, 
L 1833, L 1843, L 1844, L 1845, L 1846, L 1850, L 1851, and L 1852 requires 1 of 2 pathways to 
meet coverage criteria: 

• Recent Injury or Surgical Procedure; or

• Ambulatory with Knee Instability
o The treating practitioner is responsible for understanding the

appropriate treatment/testing necessary based on the beneficiary’s
clinical presentation.

o Medical records must include documentation of the examination
of the beneficiary and an objective description of joint laxity.

■ Includes testing of the beneficiary (such as varus/valgus
instability, anterior/posterior Drawer test, not all inclusive)

■ The objective test needs to show that the test resulted in an
instability of the knee

Note: The instability of the knee joint is a result of insufficiencies in the ligaments of the 
knee complex. A result of instability is a separate finding from other deficits found on exam, 
such as a malalignment or meniscus conditions. A subjective statement of instability or 
an X-Ray report would not be sufficient documentation to support the findings of knee 
instability.

Read the Local Coverage Determination (LCD)- Knee Orthoses (L33318) !E&l2l for full 
coverage details 
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Patient’s Name ________________________________________ Date _________________

Diagnosis / Surgical Procedure __________________________________________________

Date of Surgery (if applicable) ___________________________________________________

K4 – The patient has ability or potential for prosthetic 
ambulation that exceeds basic ambulation skills, 
exhibiting high impact, stress, or energy levels. Typical 
of the prosthetic demands of a child, active adult, or 
athlete.

K3 – The patient had ability or potential for ambulation 
with variable cadence. Typical of the community 
ambulator who has the ability to traverse most barriers 
and may have vocational, therapeutic, or exercise 
activity that demands prosthetic utilization beyond 
simple locomotion.  

K2 – The patient has the ability or potential for 
ambulation with the ability to traverse low level barriers 
such as curbs, stairs, or uneven surfaces. Typical of the 
limited community ambulator.

K1 – The patient has the ability or potential to use 
prosthesis for transfers/ambulation on level surface at a 
fixed cadence.

Transtibial (BKA)

     Shrinker
     Limb Protector
     BKA Temporary Prosthesis
     BKA Definitive Prosthesis 

Transfemoral (AKA)

     Shrinker
     AKA Temporary Prosthesis
     AKA Definitive Prosthesis 

Other / Notes ______________________________________________________________

Physician Signature ________________________________ Date ______________________

Print Physician Name _______________________________ NPI# _____________________

Activity K Level
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NORTH OLMSTED
28350 Lorain Rd.
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
440.979.9226
Fax: 440.979.9326

TOLEDO
723 Phillips Ave., Bldg. F
Toledo, OH 43612 
419.476.4248
Fax: 419.476.6655

NILES
918 Youngstown  
Warren Rd., Ste. B 
Niles, OH 44446 
330.856.2553 
Fax: 330.856.4619

AMHERST
205 N. Leavitt Rd. 
Amherst, OH 44001 
440.988.5770
Fax: 440.988-5776

SANDUSKY
1807 W. Perkins Ave. 
Sandusky, OH 44870
419.625.5373
Fax: 419.625.5377
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